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12th Annual Garage 

and Plant Sale 

Saturday, June 11 

8 am - 3 pm 

New Summer 

Worship Schedule 

Begins June 12 

Worship  

at 9:30 am 
 

 

Vacation Bible 

School Registration  

 

Bible Camp  

June 19-24 
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For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; 
only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-

indulgence, but through love 
become slaves to one 
another. For the whole law is 
summed up in a single 
commandment, "You shall 
love your neighbor as 
yourself." 

Galatians 5:13-14 
From the Second Lesson for 

June 26   

 

How refreshing! How encouraging! How freeing! We 

were called to freedom! We ARE called to freedom. 

“Free!” What tremendous connotations this word 

conjures up in our mind. In our country we talk a lot 

about our freedom. In our national anthem we close by 

singing “land of the free, and the home of the brave.” 

 

Freedom is a concept, an idea, a theory. And yet it is more 

than that because it is a concept, an ideal and a theory 

worth dying for and there aren’t many of those around 

today. 

It was for freedom that Abraham Lincoln split this country 

with civil war. It was for freedom that Martin Luther King 

Jr. organized the freedom march, went to jail and 

eventually died.  

And it was for a much greater freedom that Jesus Christ 

the Son of God, Emmanuel, the Messiah left his home in 

heaven, was born of a virgin, lived on this earth for thirty 

three years and died on a cross.  He did this all for your 

freedom. “Free at last, free at last thank God almighty 

we’re free at last.” 

It was this freedom that Paul wrote about in Galatians 

5:13 For you have been called to live in freedom—not 

freedom to satisfy your sinful nature, but freedom to 

serve one another in love. (TEV) 

In this passage Paul gives us a brief overview of the 

responsibility that goes along with our freedom in Christ. 

We can see from this passage that our freedom has to do 

with more than just ourselves, in fact Paul seems to focus 

more on other people; “serve one another in love”, “Love 

you neighbor as yourself.”  

As God’s people who gather together to be St. Philip’s 

Lutheran Church, I am thankful for all of the ways I have 

witnessed you use your freedom to love and serve others. 

I pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to guide us in the 

decisions we make, that our concern is always for the 

“other” whether they live down the street or across the 

globe. We have been blessed with many freedoms as 

citizens of this country. However through the crucifixion 

and resurrection of Jesus our Savior we have been blessed 

with true freedom, freedom to love and serve in his name. 

Thanks be to God for freedom!  
 

Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor Geier 
 

  

PRESCHOOL CHATTER… 
 

Celebrating 30 years!  
 

It’s hard to believe another year of 

preschool is coming to a close. We 

held our parent/teacher 

conferences in April. We are 

thankful for the excellent turn out 

we have with parents attending this 

very important time in which they 

can discuss their child’s progress. 

With all day-every day kindergarten, the ELC recognizes 

its responsibility to be sure our children entering 

kindergarten are as well prepared as possible to start their 

academic careers off successfully. 

 

We are grateful for the outstanding support we receive 

from the members of St. Philip’s.  With your support we 

are able to continue to offer an exceptional preschool 

experience for children in our community. For many of 

our children it is their first academic and religious 

experience they have had and we are proud to serve them 

well in both of these areas. Thank you for supporting this 

important ministry of St. Philip’s! 

 

Our Family fun night (held on April 22) was a huge 

success.  With your help we sold over $1,400 in books at 

the book fair.  The teachers will be able to purchase more 

Kindergarten readiness items for their classrooms.  We 

were also able to raise more than $1,300 for tuition 

assistance for our ELC families. Thank you so much for 

your support. 

 

We wrapped up our year with our Mother’s day tea, we 

sang songs, made pictures of our moms and enjoyed snack 

time with her.  Our last days of school: we had a short 

program followed by a picnic for our families.  We had a 

great year and are looking forward to next year. 

 

Have a great summer!  

Kim Sill 

ELC Director  
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NEW SUMMER WORSHIP SERVICE TIME - St. 

Philip’s Council has voted 

and approved a motion 

made by the Worship and 

Music committee to 

provide a single worship 

service at 9:30 am with 

fellowship following the 

service; beginning June 12 

and ending September 4, 2016.   

 

Some discussion and justification points were to: 

 Provide an opportunity for the congregation to come 

together for worship with those not normally seen 

during the rest of the year. 

 Improve quality of singing during summer months.  

When attendance is fewer than 90, congregants are 

spread out over the entire Sanctuary and can’t hear 

each other sing, so many do not sing and the whole 

worship experience suffers. Our mission is to offer 

rich and vibrant worship consistently, which includes 

robust congregational singing.  Having one service 

offers the opportunity for better singing, simply 

because there will probably be over 100 worshippers 

every Sunday.   

 Provide better use of our worship leader resources.  

There are many requests by regular worship leaders 

not to be assigned for duty during the summer and 

also many not showing up when assigned. There is a 

need for at least ten worship leaders for each service.  

 Provide an opportunity to hear all confirmands give 

their faith statements. 

 Provide an opportunity to use the capacity of the 

sanctuary.   
 

 

SOUND BOARD TECHNICIAN POSITION – 

Description: The Sound 

Board Technician is to be a 

person dedicated to the 

ministry of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and committed to the 

mission and vision of St. 

Philip’s Lutheran Church.  

The person in this position 

will be expected to choose video/sound elements of the 

worship services based on the lectionary and expressing 

Lutheran theology. The Sound Board Technician will plan 

and provide video/sound board leadership for the 

volunteers assisting with this function and train others in 

the use of equipment; and be lead staff person for Pro 

Presenter.   Please submit letters of interest to Pastor 

Geier at: pastorgeier@splchastings.org.  

Thank You!   

St. Philip’s, 
 

Thank you for all of the love, support, and guidance you 

showed Kim Larson.  The church meant a lot to her and 

you helped strengthen her faith and relationship with God. 
 

Thank you again and God Bless, 

The Larson Family 

 

 

St. Philip’s Congregation, 
 

Hard to believe that our mom Carol has been gone for 

four months.  We miss her so much.  Your entire church 

family embraced us through this loss and our Dad’s cancer 

treatment.  Thanks for the beautiful funeral and luncheon 

in January.  Even more thanks for the love, hugs, meals, 

calls, visits, cards and prayers for Fred.  He is so very 

appreciative and blessed by this church. 
 

Fred, Cayla, Cara and Cris Glade 

 

 

Thank you to all the Sunday School 

Teachers, Nursery Volunteers, 

Confirmation Teachers and Student 

Support Ministries for your giving of 

your time and talents. 

 

Faith Formation Ministry 

 

 

 

BIBLE READINGS THIS 

MONTH. You are encouraged to 

engage in weekly sermon 

preparation.  Your worship 

experience can be greatly enhanced 

by reading and studying the scripture 

lessons in advance.  Take the time to 

read ahead and see how God's Word speaks to you. 

 

June 5 June 12 

1 Kings 17:17-24 2 Samuel 11:26-12:10, 13-15 

Galatians 1:11-24 Galatians 2:15-21 

Luke 7:11-17 Luke 7:36-8:3 

 

June 19 June 26 

Isaiah 65:1-9 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 

Galatians 3:23-29 Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

Luke 8:26-39 Luke 9:51-62 

 

 

mailto:pastorgeier@splchastings.org
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- AMONG OUR OWN – 
 

Sympathies to… 

Family of Howard Hartzl (father of Carole Sieben, 

grandfather of Todd Sieben) as they mourn his death 
 

Congratulations to… 

Jamie and Erin Stevens on the birth of their son 

Andrew James Stevens on April 15 

Tim and Marge Peterson on their 45th wedding 

anniversary on June 5 

Rod and Deb Kalina on their 35th wedding anniversary 

on June 6 

Bert and Margaret Goderstad on their 59th wedding 

anniversary on June 8 

Steve and Virginia Spence on their 25th wedding 

anniversary on June 8 

Donald and Shaunte Richards on their 10th wedding 

anniversary on June 10 

Gary and Alice McDougall on their 50th wedding 

anniversary on June 11 

Jerry and Pat Klebs on their 51st wedding anniversary 

on June 12 

Todd and Elizabeth Matzke on their 25th wedding 

anniversary on June 15 

Jim and Carla Wick on their 25th wedding anniversary 

on June 15 

Jerry and MeeRahn Martineau on their 20th wedding 

anniversary on June 15 

Steve and Susan Amundson on their 45th wedding 

anniversary on June 19 

Ken and Stacy McCloud on their 25th wedding 

anniversary on June 22 

Matthew and Brenda Darcy on their 15th wedding 

anniversary on June 23 

 

 

LUTHERAN NIGHT AT THE TWINS COMING 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27 

– Fifty seats have been set 

aside for St. Philip’s 

members and their friends 

for the Twins vs. Atlanta 

Braves on Wednesday, July 

27 at 7:10 pm.  

 

Field Box seats, which is 

what we have had, are $36 each.  The deadline for signing 

up on the kiosk is Sunday, July 3.  Payment for the tickets 

is due on July 3.  Checks should be payable to Glenda 

Schnirring.  You receive your ticket well before game day.  

Transportation is on your own plan.  Questions?  contact 

Glenda Schnirring at 437-6246. 

 

 

SINCE YOU ASKED… 
 

What is the significance or symbolism of the white funeral 

pall that that placed over the casket during funeral 

services? 

 

The funeral pall is a visible symbol that all who are 

baptized into Christ have "clothed themselves" with 

Christ, and that all who are buried with Christ in baptism 

will be raised with him in newness of life. Palls are often 

adorned with Christian symbols that focus on Christ and 

the resurrection. 

 

The pall helps the congregation focus on the worship of 

God and the hope of the resurrection by de-emphasizing 

the relative expense of coffins and showing the sameness 

of all people in Christ. It also has an equalizing value, for it 

prevents both the display of a costly coffin and the 

discomfiture of a simple one. 

 

The white color of the pall reminds those assembled of 

their faith in the resurrection and further symbolizes 

putting on the robe of Christ's righteousness in baptism. It 

is especially appropriate to recall baptism— the beginning 

of a Christian life—as the body of someone who has 

faithfully served Christ during life enters the church for 

the last time.  

 

THANKS FOR ASKING! 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC FOR SUMMER WORSHIP - 

Instrumentalists and singers are invited to provide special 

music throughout the summer as the choirs take a break!  

If you would like to play a piano solo or duet, sing a solo 

or duet or play an instrumental solo during a worship 

service this summer, please contact Director of Music 

Ellen Diischer, 651-470-6160, or call the church office to 

arrange for your name to be put on the schedule.  Make 

music to the Lord! 
 

 

AUGSBURG CHOIR CONCERT WRAP-UP - 

About 250 were in attendance for the May 2 concert of 

the Augsburg Choir at St. Philip’s.  This event was possible 

through the efforts of many, many people.  Thanks is 

expressed to: Katie Lindberg and the members of the 

Community Ministry Team who organized the evening 

meal for the choir; all of the members of St. Philips’ who 

provided food for the meal for the choir; and all of the 

families who provided housing for the singers on the 

evening of May 2.  The choir left St. Philip’s on May 3 and 

continued on a very successful concert tour.  The 

hospitality of the members and friends of St. Philip’s was 

greatly appreciated by the choir and its support staff.    
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Sunday School Minute 
 

Sunday school is out for summer, but that doesn’t mean 

the learning stops. Some fun things to try to get your 

family opening the Bible together and talking about God. 
 

 Road Trip—put Bibles in your car and read them. 

Have the kiddos do scripture look up races—who 

can find Genesis 18 (A son is promised to Abraham 

and Sarah)? Story book Bibles are great, but as kids’ 

reading skills improve, have them use real Bibles. NIV 

and NRSV are more reader friendly than some other 

versions. I have a list of verses on my office 

bookshelf. Ask me for one, and keep it in your car 

Bibles for practice. 

 Road Trip 2—What are you listening to? Switch up 

the CD and station once in a while. VBS CDs, camp 

music CDs, contemporary Christian music—add it to 

your rotation. I have some great CDs on the shelf in 

my office if you’d like to try one out.  

 Rainy Day Video—instead of Frozen one more time, 

pop in a Veggie Tale—we have some at church that 

are available to borrow. We also have a really 

fantastic series called “What’s in the Bible With Buck 

Denver”. These are great resources and conversation 

starters. 

 Meal Devotions—Choose a book you can read out 

of every day with your family, and then read from it 

when you’re together. Devotion books like, “Jesus 

Calling, 365 Daily Devotions for Kids” by Sarah 

Young and “Little Visits With Jesus” by Mary Manz 

Simon are excellent resources to start prayerful, 

thoughtful, daily life conversations with kids of all 

ages.  
 

No matter what you do with your kiddos to keep God on 

their mind this summer, keep it consistent and don’t give 

up! Starting a new routine can be difficult, but additions 

involving God and teaching your children the joy of 

knowing their Savior and Lord will always be time well 

spent.  
 

Stephanie Becken 

 

 

KEEP THE CLOSET IN MIND: As you’re on your 

summer adventures, please keep the education closet in 

mind. Interactive crafts and projects are one of our 

favorite things to do in Sunday School and with the youth 

group. A few things we could use to fortify our supplies: 

assorted sequence  and jewels, colorful buttons, assorted 

stickers, foam paint brushes, foam sheets and cut-outs, 

glue bottles, Tacky glue,  glue sticks, pipe cleaners, mod 

podge, and construction paper.  Items can be dropped off 

in the church office at Stephanie Becken’s desk. Thanks! 

TEEN TALK 
 

Teen Talk special edition with 

Sydni Nelson and Steph… 
 

We’re going to Chicago!!   

June 23-26 a group of 10 

students are heading to 

Chicago, including 9th grader, 

Sydni Nelson. Sydni sat down 

with me to talk about what 

she’s excited about. 
 

Why did you sign up to go to Chicago? 

Sydni: I’ve never been to Chicago—but I heard they had a 

heavy metal church there. Even though they don’t any 

more, I still wanted to go. There are different 

opportunities to serve on a bigger scale. I want to do that.  
 

What are you most excited about? 

Sydni: I want to feed homeless people. I’ve heard of 

people doing it, I’ve seen movies that show it—I want the 

experience and to learn about service in a new way. I’m 

also really excited about the food there. 
 

What skills have you learned in St. Philip’s that you’re hoping to 

use in Chicago? 

Sydni: I’m comfortable talking about God and my faith, 

because of my church family. I’m hopeful I can share a 

loving message with others because I’ve had one here.  
 

Anything else? 

Sydni: I’m planning on taking a ton of pictures. I see so 

many beautiful things, and I want to share what I see. I’m 

just excited to hang out with my church family, serve 

together, eat good food and learn about a new place.  
 

All the best,  

Stephanie Becken  

Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  

 

 

CHERUB CHOIR 

HAS ENDED 

ANOTHER 

SUCCESSFUL 

YEAR.  Director, 

Rene’ Lind 

celebrated with a 

year-end gathering 

for these young but 

mighty singers.  

Rene’ and four of the 

group said a prayer 

of thanks for their 

time together.   
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ON A SUNNY AFTERNOON the Chicago bound 

youth led by Stephanie Becken, went out to Gary and 

Alice McDougall’s to help dig up some plants for the 

upcoming plant sale.  It turned into a fun afternoon of 

getting dirty working, laughing and finding some strange 

garden creatures such as a turtle and a garden gnome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK OF JOSHUA—YOUTH AND ADULT 

PARTICIPANTS - By third grader request and planning, 

we will be hosting a live action role play of the Book of 

Joshua Tuesday, June 14 on the St. Philip’s lawn 6:00-8:00 

pm. This interactive educational experience is in need of 

many people of all ages—adults, college teens and youth 

especially. If you’d like to join us with a role in the action, 

please contact Stephanie Becken as soon as possible. We 

will need soldier group leaders, infidels, Joshua, Caleb, 

Rehab, Moses—roles for all ages! 

BOOK OF JOSHUA PARTICIPANTS - Preschool-6th 

Graders, their families, and guests are invited to join 

forces with Joshua and the Israelites in driving out infidels 

from the Promised Land. Please bring Nerf style 

equipment and safety glasses. Please note—the safety 

glasses are very important and need to be worn by all 

participants. Also, wear shoes you can run in. NO FLIP 

FLOPS. We will start at the St. Philip’s entrance and be led 

through the Promised Land. Students will be in groups 

with older leaders. Please note—this is not a free-for-all 

type event. We will be going through the events of the 

Book of Joshua including crossing the river, marching 

around Jericho, working with Rehab, and, of course, 

‘fighting’ for the Promised Land. We will finish with a new 

peace and covenant with God. And ice cream.   
 

Please contact Stephanie Becken if you plan on attending. 

stephanieb@splchastings.org or 654-437-6541. 

 

 

SUMMER SNACKS: With kids headed to camp, 

Chicago, and day trips, we could use snacks. If you are a 

baker or have room in your shopping cart to add a few 

boxes of granola bars or ice cream bars once in a while, 

please let Stephanie Becken know. Feeding our kiddos as 

they are out and about serving and learning in the world is 

a special ministry—and one that is greatly appreciated by 

our young people. 

mailto:stephanieb@splchastings.org
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SUMMER FAMILY FUN NIGHTS:  Let’s meet at the 

park and play. This time of fellowship is open for any 

family who’d like a chance to get to know other St. Philip’s 

families. Our first meet up will be Wednesday, June 29 at 

Roadside Park from 5:30-6:30 pm. A small treat will be 

provided as well. Please contact Ellie Lundstrom (651-319-

0176) with any questions. 

 

 

VBS YOUTH AND ADULT LEADERS: Adult and 

youth leaders can expect a high-energy learning and 

worship time with fantastic Hastings kiddos, preschool-5th 

grade. Two training times will be offered—July 9 and 10 at 

11:00-1:00 each day. We’ll go over the plan for the week, 

decorate our spaces, and get acquainted with the lessons 

and each other. Please plan on attending one, if not both 

training times. If you cannot attend one of the times, 

please contact Stephanie Becken to make other 

arrangements.  

 

 

VBS SIGN UP - Vacation Bible School is July 11-14. 

Registrations are available near the Community Room or 

online at http://2016.cokesburyvbs.com/SPLC.   We’ll be 

talking all things water as we jump in with the Surf Shack 

crew!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAMP: Our campers are headed to Green Lake and 

Shores of St. Andrew June 19-24. Some fast, fun facts 

about camp: 

 49 SPLC individuals are registered for Bible Camp 

and/or Family Camp this summer 

 Bible Camp costs $420 per student 

 Family Camp costs $395 for adults and $200 for 

students—babies, toddlers and preschoolers are free 

 Green Lake Lutheran Ministries offers over a dozen 

different camp programs in the summer and retreat 

and camp opportunities year round. 

 St. Philip’s students going to camp raised over $5,000 

toward camp fees 

 This year’s theme is “God--on the Loose!”  "Look at 

the nations, and see! Be astonished! Be astounded! For a 

work is being done in your days, that you would not 

believe if you were told." - Habakkuk 1:5 

 The bus St. Philip’s rents each year to get students to 

and from camp costs about $900 

 Green Lake Bible Camp is 123 miles north and west 

of Hastings (Spicer/New London area) 

Bible camp is a special time and the students and families 

of St. Philip’s who attend these camps are very grateful for 

a church family that supports the Bible Camp experience.  

Join in the fun! Explore the fellowship and worship 

opportunities through Green Lake Lutheran Ministries 

www.gllm.org. 
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CONFIRMATION UPDATE - A special word of 

thanks to all students and parents for a great year of 

confirmation!  There were lots of exciting moments in our 

weekly class times as well as service projects which were 

completed as a group and individually.   
 

We enjoyed a great celebration for our last confirmation 

night until fall.  Lots of s’mores making and fun with 

everyone!  Pastor Geier makes a mean s’more!   
 

Here are some important dates for fall! Mark them on 

your calendar! 
 

Confirmation Important Dates (Current 9th grade) 

 I give my Faith Statement  

Faith Statement Due to Pastor Geier June 1 

 Confirmation Pre-Celebration Practice for Worship 

Service, Group Photos and Dinner  

Saturday, October 1 at 4:00-7:00 pm 

 Confirmation Celebration Worship Sunday, October 

2 at 10:30 am.  Arrive at 9:30 am for robes and prep, 

 

Confirmation Important Dates 2016 - 2017 

 Confirmation Registration for Incoming 7th-9th Grade 

Wednesday, August 31 at 6:00-7:00 pm 

 First Day of Confirmation Wednesday, September 7 at 

6:30-7:30 pm 

 Confirmation Dinner for Those Being Confirmed 

Saturday, October 1  

Per tradition the 9th grade class serves a meal for the 

confirmands being confirmed—more details to follow 

 Confirmation Retreat 

Friday, November 4-Sunday, November 6 

More details to follow, but we will leave on Friday 

evening for Camp Victory in Zumbro Falls, and return 

on Sunday. All students are required to attend. 
 

Still need service hours? Please contact Stephanie Becken 

at stephanieb@splchastings.org. There are lots of 

opportunities to serve this summer.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAMP UPDATE!  Due to the change in summer 

worship times, the bus to camp (June 

19) will be leaving at 11:00 am 

(previously 11:30 am). Camp families, 

please plan on attending worship at 

9:30 am with your student’s supplies 

all ready to go. Students will receive 

a special blessing during worship before boarding the bus 

and heading to camp. We will be leaving promptly at 11:00 

am, so please be ready with filled out health forms.   
 

 

SUMMER STRETCH - 

Wednesdays starting June 22, middle 

school students have jobs to do and 

fun to be had! This ecumenical 

program for 5th-8th graders, with 9th-

12th graders able to sign up as helpers, 

is a great way for students to serve their community and 

have fun. Sign up information will be available later this 

month. Adult volunteers are also needed for this program. 

Volunteer training will be 6:00-9:30 pm Wednesday, June 

15 at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.  
 

 

SANCTUARIES - CHURCHES, HOMES AND 

GARDENS TOUR - Hastings Prescott Area Arts 

Council and Friends of LeDuc and Historic Hastings are 

pleased to announce that St. Philip's Lutheran Church has 

been chosen as one of the venues for their annual tour 

which will take place on Saturday, July 9.  This year's tour 

will feature the theme of Modernism.  It's a wonderful 

opportunity for us to share our beautiful new expansion 

and also helps us fulfill our mission, "Come and See."  In 

addition, there will be magnificent homes and stunning 

gardens for visitors to enjoy. 
 

Members of St. Philip's Lutheran Church have an 

opportunity to be hosts for the day.  There are two shifts, 

9:45 am - 1 pm and 1-5 pm.  The beautiful part of this is 

that hosts will be given free tickets (a $20 value) for the 

tour which will enable them to take the tour at a time 

other than their shift.   If you are unable to volunteer, 

then please help support the tour by purchasing a ticket 

online at www.hpaac.org or at these places of business - 

Hastings YMCA, BreakAway Arts in Hastings or the 

Orange Dragon Gallery in Prescott.  Tickets purchased 

ahead of time are $20 per person or on day of tour for 

$25.  Proceeds from the tour will go towards providing 

scholarships for young artists who are interested in any 

art form. 
 

Please volunteer by calling Bert and Margaret Goderstad 

at 651-437-3365 or email: bgoderstad@aol.com.  Thank 

you in advance for your willingness to serve 

 

9th Grade Confirmation Class working  

on their Confirmation Stoles 

mailto:stephanieb@splchastings.org
http://www.hpaac.org/
mailto:bgoderstad@aol.com
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The Sunday School youth 

discussed Women of Faith 

at the Inter-Generational 

Sunday School on Mother’s 

Day.  They then created 

beautiful Mother’s Day 

Cards and delivered them to 

Women of Faith of St. 

Philip’s such as Dolly 

Holzheu. 

ST. PHILIP’S WELL REPRESENTED at Lutheran 

Social Service Event - Youth Homelessness was the focus 

of the annual benefit sponsored by Lutheran Social Service 

on May 18, at the Anderson Student Center on the 

campus of St. Thomas University. Fifteen St. Philip's 

women attended the luncheon and participated in the 

event's benefit which totaled $60,000.  This result is 

$12,000 more than in 2015.   The event was attended by 

338 men and women who support LSS and its ministries. 

 

Pictured are Glenda Schnirring, Darla Kimmes, Vonnie 

Olson, Alice McDougall, Mary Lou Christenson, Kathy 

Stockman, Helen Brudvig, Sue Cruse, Patty Todnem, 

Marita Legreid, Elaine Wilbur, Barb Jorenby, Margaret 

Goderstad, Beth Fahlstrom, Diane Filkins. A grateful 

thanks has been expressed by LSS for St. Philip's annual 

participation in the annual Homeless Youth luncheon.   

 

 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SHARING and CARING HANDS FOR JUNE 11.  

This month’s menu includes sloppy joes, gallon Bush's 

baked beans, bags of potato chips or Doritos, sliced buns, 

gallon Ziploc bag of fresh fruit-cut up and dessert-cut up. 

A sign-up sheet is on the kiosk.  Please have your items at 

Our Saviour's at 9:00 am on Saturday, June 11.  Thank you 

so much.   
 

 

FAITH JOURNEY MILESTONES – The 3rd and 4th 

graders were part of the 10:30 am worship on May 1 as 

they recited the Books of the Bible and led the Apostles’ 

Creed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd Graders  

Rachel Fischer,  

Jed Carlson,  

Nate Barker and  

Jack Burke and the 

 Books of the Bible 

4th Graders  

Julia Ronning, 

Jared Hanson, 

Roland Zietlow, 

Zach Lindberg  

led the  

Apostles’ Creed 

The Pre-School, 

Kindergarten, 

1st and 2nd 

graders created 

a stole for 

Pastor Geier 

and a tie for 

Pastor Gordon.  

So creative! 
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ARE YOU A CARING PERSON?  Are you a caring 

person who is interested in serving St. Philip’s members 

and families?  Caring ministries has opportunities for you! 

A few of the opportunities that this team is involved in 

are:   

 Caring Packages to Graduates 

 Meal Ministry 

 Fall Garden Share 

 Ladies Night Out 

 Military Support 

 CPR Classes 

 First Aide Equipment Inventory 

 Prayer Shawls and Comfort Crosses 

 

If one or more of these ministries appeal to you or if you 

have a suggestion on how to help or support members 

within St. Philip’s please contact one of the Caring Ministry 

team. We would love to include you as we reach out to 

our congregation! 

 

We meet on the second Monday of the month.  Members 

looking forward to you joining us are:  Ruth Jackson, Pat 

Kohn, Judy Werner and Camille Nelson. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES  

 

2016 High School Graduates 

 

Jake Dale  Callan Geier 

Austin Getting  Erin Henrichs 

Brittany Johnson  Jamie LaBreck  

Riley McNamara   Travis Preston  

Olivia Ratgen   Holden Sill   

 Joshua Tank 

 

Jolena Zabel graduating from Macalester College with 

honors in Political Science, English, International Studies 

with a concentration in Human Rights and 

Humanitarianism. 

 

Michelle Munger graduating from Augsburg with a BA of 

Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TEN GUIDES FOR GIVING FROM THE NEW 

TESTAMENT - In his second letter to the Christians at 

Corinth, Paul outlines ten guides for giving. They have 

been helpful to innumerable people throughout the years.  

 

1. Give Yourself (2 Corinthians 8:5) Before we can give 

anything to anyone, we first give ourselves to God.   

2. Excel In Your Giving (2 Corinthians 8:7) Paul urged 

the Christians at Corinth to excel in three things: 

faith, love and giving.  

3. Let Christ Be Your Example (2 Corinthians 8:9) Jesus 

was the supreme giver.  We are his followers. 

4. Put Your Faith to Work (2 Corinthians 8:11) Don't 

just talk about what you'd like to do. Do it! Act on 

your faith! 

5. Give Proportionately - a Percentage of Your Income 

(2 Corinthians 8:12) We are to give according to our 

resources - "As the Lord has blessed us." Money, time 

and talent are all trusts; we are the trustees.  

6. Give What Is Honorable In God's Sight (2 Corinthians 

8:21) It's another reminder that we live our lives in 

the presence and sight of God, and that he is to be 

honored in all things. 

7. Give What Is Honorable In the Sight of Others (2 

Corinthians 8:21) Our giving is an expression of our 

faith. It's a witness to others, and others are 

encouraged and strengthened by what we do. 

8. Give As Proof of Your Love (2 Corinthians 9:6) Talk is 

easy and often cheap! Paul asks us to let our giving 

(not our talking) prove our love.  

9. Giving Leads to Blessings (2 Corinthians 9:6) While 

this appeals not to the highest of motives, it 

nevertheless is a promise of God and is the 

experience of countless members.  

10. Give Cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:7) Even when money 

is given begrudgingly, the church makes good use of it 

and Christ's mission is served. But when we give 

cheerfully we are blessed ourselves. 

 

THANKS FOR ALL THE GIVING YOU DO! 

 

 

HOLY LAND TRIP. Space is still available for March 

2017 Holy Land Trip.  Contact Dan Retka at 651-295-

7835 or the link in St. Philip’s website: 

www.splchastings.org/learning/adult-spiritual-growth/trips-

and-events.html) for more info.   

 

http://www.splchastings.org/learning/adult-spiritual-growth/trips-and-events.html
http://www.splchastings.org/learning/adult-spiritual-growth/trips-and-events.html
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HOLDEN VILLAGE ADVENTURE as shared by Al 

Todnem …    
 

I lift mine eyes to the mountains from where shall my help 

come.  My help comes from the Lord who made Heaven and 

earth.  

 Psalm 121:1-2 
 

Recently Patty and I returned from Holden Village which is 

a retreat center in the Cascade Mountains of Eastern 

Washington.  This retreat center is owned by the ELCA.  

They acquired the property in 1963.  During the past 5 

years the village has had no guests from April-October in 

that the Rio Tinto mining company was reclaiming the old 

How Sound copper mine that was across the creek from 

the village.  There was also a major fire in the mountains 

last summer so the upkeep of the village has not 

happened.  This year the village is using volunteers to 

bring the grounds and the buildings back up to speed so 

that guest may arrive at Christmas. 
 

There were 3 times during the week that I thought of St. 

Philip’s: 

 

 The village is staffed by volunteers and some longer 

term commitments such as a year.  These people are paid 

a stipend of room and board and up to $300/month.  

Many of these people are college students who just want a 

year off to “find a purpose” or just to give back. 
 

One such girl was a girl by the name of Margie who came 

from North Carolina.  She had just graduated from college 

with a psychology degree and got a job at a nursing home.  

Her first assignment was to work with a lady whom I will 

call Hazel.  Now Hazel was the most cantankerous 

women east of the Mississippi.  Margie got a lap full of 

water on her first day of work. 
 

Each day was a new challenge.  Margie kept praying for 

grace to get through to this lady.  After almost 6 months 

of harassment the lady came around and began to help out 

by being somewhat receptive to Margie’s efforts. 
 

Margie had always had a twinge to go into the ministry but 

never had experience a reality check.  She decided to visit 

with her pastor and he suggested that she come to 

Holden for a year and maybe find an answer.  When she 

left the home, Hazel gave her a big hug and said that she 

was the only one who had ever been interested in her 

well being.  Margie had a stronger nudge to enter the 

ministry at that point.   She is now finishing her year and 

will enter the Seminary this fall. She said that the 

experience with Hazel was and experience of God’s grace 

and she was excited to share that with as many as she 

could.  Her job at Holden was that of the Barista.  I did try 

a latte but settled in on good old coffee.   
 

We have been through many difficult times during the past 

3 years but continuing to rely on God’s grace we seem to 

have turned a corner. 

 

 Another worker by the name of John was a former 

pastor of 23 years.  He said he had left the church, his 

wife, and his family, and was searching for answers.  I am 

not sure he found them all but he did give a good analogy 

that I thought was comparable to St. Philip’s 
 

John spoke of the large boulders in the river and the 

water going around them.  The boulder is firm and does 

not move.  It is a safe place to sit without being washed 

downstream.  St. Philip’s is a safe place to come to. Usually 

a friendly face will greet and welcome you.  You are safe 

to be accepted as you are.  The challenge is to jump into 

the water and move out from the safe place and bring the 

good news of Jesus into our community and throughout 

the world.  We are at that point here at St. Philip’s. 

 

The third area which brought St. Philip’s to mind was 

the fire.   As we got off the boat and boarded the bus we 

saw the devastation of the fire last summer.  Holden 

Village had prepared for such an event by putting steel 

roofs on all the buildings and hooking up a massive 

“rainbird” system which shoots water into the air and 

creates a massive high humidity cloud.  Because of this 

preparation the forest service sent in two hot shot teams 

that were able to create some back fires and save the 

village.  As we were going up the mountain every so often 

I saw a patch of green and some wild flowers blooming.  

Amidst the devastation was hope of renewal.   St. Philip’s 

has struggled in many areas during the past years but we 

have prepared ourselves by moving forward with the 

hiring of an interim pastor which bolstered our attitudes 

and found a new pastor to lead us into the future, along 

with replacing the other positions which have been 

vacated.  All our committees are functioning with great 

intention of sharing the love of Jesus not only in this place, 

but outside the walls of St. Philip’s.  Thanks be to God.     

   

Al Todnem 

 

Dear Lord.   We thank you for the people here who are 

committed to bring your love to the people around us 

through the programming here at St. Philip’s.   Help us to 

see you grace in our everyday experiences.  We thank you 

for the opportunities which are presented to us where 

your grace and love can be expressed.  In Jesus Name,  

Amen 
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THIS MONTH’S ST. PHILIP’S 

V.I.V. (VERY IMPORTANT 

VOLUNTEER) is Ruth Jackson.  

Ruth finds herself saying “yes” 

frequently! She has been 

volunteering at St. Philip’s since 

becoming a member in 1978. You 

will find her at the door greeting 

members and visitors, behind the 

welcome center and assisting with 

communion. She also helps the 

Caring Ministries Team, supports 

Third Thursday Phil-up and the 

annual garage sale, provides food for funerals and helps 

with wedding coordination. 

 

Ruth uses her passion 

for sewing to create 

baptismal banners and 

napkins, and helps 

confirmation students 

design and make their 

personalized stoles. She 

also made several 

banners for the 

previous sanctuary. 

 

“Volunteering is 

satisfying and it’s 

important to the health and well-being of our church,” she 

says. 

 

To everyone who volunteers in worship, thank you! Your 

caring service is appreciated. You are an important part of 

what makes St. Philip’s a special place! 

 

 

ANNOUNCING NEW MEMBER SESSIONS – The 

first new member session will be held Sunday, June 26 at 

10:35 am.  This is a short building tour and getting 

acquainted.  This session is one hour. 

 

The second and final session is July 10 at 10:35 am.  This 

session is informational about St. Philip’s and a data form is 

completed.  A lunch is served.  This session would 

conclude at 12 noon. 

 

New members will be received on July 24.   

 

Questions may be directed to Glenda Schnirring at 437-

6246 or email gleners@embarqmail.com.   

 

It’s a time of great joy to welcome new households to St. 

Philip’s.  Please give it heartfelt consideration.   

 

THE RONNING FAMILY CAME DRESSED FOR 

NORWEGIAN 

INDEPENDENCE 

DAY - Kristian and 

Lizbet Ronning’s 

family arrived at 

church May 15 

dressed in full 

Norwegian apparel. 

Pictured are Tor, 

Lizbet, Kristian, Baby 

Espen, Julia and 

Linnea.  The Ronnings come from a strong Norwegian 

ancestry and observe its culture throughout the year.  

After church the family walked in the Syttende Mai parade 

in Minneapolis.    

 

 

BERT GODERSTAD ROLLS OUT THE Garage and 

Plant Sale with his annual 

clever announcement. Bert 

was dressed in all red 

apparel and shoes on May 

15, not only for Pentecost, 

but for the upcoming 

Garage and Plant Sale 

which will happen 

Saturday, June 11, from 8 

am – 3 pm.  Bert 

encouraged people to sign 

up to work during the six 

preparation days and sale 

day.  Pastor Geier is seeing 

this annual roll out by Bert 

for the first time.  

 

 

GARDEN PLANTING TIME IS HERE -- The Caring 

Ministries would like to invite any/all 

vegetable gardeners to think about 

putting in an extra row of carrots, 

maybe one more pepper or tomato 

plant, an extra hill of potatoes, or 

whatever healthy veggies come to 

mind.  We will once again host 

congregational food share Sundays 

beginning sometime in late August. The gardener has a 

venue for extra produce and the congregation gets a 

chance to sample some fresh garden goodies.  More info 

to follow later in the season. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gleners@embarqmail.com
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JUNE WORSHIP LEADERS 
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THE WELCA GROUP HAS PLANNED the 2016 

annual outing to Taylors Falls, Minnesota.  The date for 

this cruise is set for June 16.  Meet in the church parking 

lot no later than 9:15 am to carpool to Taylors Falls 

arriving before the 11:00 am tour. 
 

The tour includes a boat ride on the St. Croix River plus 

lunch.  The cost will be $22—payable to WELCA and due 

at the time of sign up.  The meal will include a sandwich, 

salad, dessert and coffee or lemonade.  Wine, beer, or 

pop will be available to purchase on the cruise.  Sign up on 

the kiosk before June 1. 

 

 

THE 12th ANNUAL GARAGE AND PLANT SALE 

The clock is ticking and 

excitement is growing as we 

approach the St. Philip's Lutheran 

Church's 12th annual garage and 

plant sale which will take place on 

Saturday, June 11, 8 am-3 pm. 

 Wouldn't it be nice to have 100 

percent participation from our 

church members?  This annual 

event serves not only as a fundraiser for fulfilling our 

mission, but also is a time when we can share our theme, 

"Come and See," with our shoppers. 
 

Here are some opportunities: 

 Set-up on Sunday, June 5, 11:30 am.  We need 30 

people 

 Work Shifts and Donation Drop-Off Monday, June 6-

Thursday, June 9, 9 am-8:30 pm and Friday, June 10, 9 

am-Noon 

 Merchandise - Do not mark price, but label with sizes 

of clothing and linens.  Please see the flyer insert to 

see what to bring and what not to bring 

 Plants - Bring Monday, June 6 through - Friday, June 

10.  Please label plant donations so they can be 

marketed properly. Call Geneva Weisser at 651-437-

7655 with questions. 

 Day of Sale - If you have not already done so, sign up 

for working in a specific department and check-out. 

 Meet at 7:30 am for final prep and prayer. 

 It's very essential that we have many workers for the 

clean-up on Saturday, June 11 at 3-6 pm. 

 Food - Hungry workers will need lunch and there is an 

opportunity to sign up for volunteering to bring a meal 

or part of a meal.  
 

Our church has earned the reputation of offering a large 

assortment of economically priced, quality merchandise to 

our shoppers.  With your help we will once again have a 

successful, better than ever, well-attended garage and 

plant sale with many satisfied customers. 

 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1401 West 15th Street  

Hastings, Minnesota 

651-437-6541 

www.splchastings.org 

 

ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

www.spelcpreschool.com  

 

 

 

 

ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 

Gregory Geier, Senior Pastor 

   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 

Gordon Gathright, Ministry Associate 

   Pastorgordon@splchastings.org 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 

   listak@splchastings.org 

Ellen Diischer, Music Director 

   ellend@splchastings.org 

John Bergland, Business Manager 

   johnb@splchastings.org 

Kim Sill, ELC Director 

 kims@splchastings.org 

Stephanie Becken, Director of Children, Youth 

and Family Ministries 

   stephanieb@splchastings.org 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 

 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

 

Summer Worship Schedule: 

Sunday June 5:  8:30 and 10:30 am 

Sunday (beginning June 12):  9:30 am 

Holy Communion the first three Sundays of the 

month  
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SPLC Artists’ Art 

Displayed at The 

Pleasant Hill Library 

By Emma Johnson 

By Alivia Brown 
By Graham Terhark 


